Financial and school reports of the town of Francestown, N.H., together with vital statistics for the year ending January 31, 1936. by Francestown Town Representatives
¥
Annual Reports
of the Town Officers
Francestown, N. H.
for the year ending
January 31
1936








For the Year Ending
January 31
1936
TRANSCRIPT PRINTING COMPANY PETERBOROUGH, N. H.
Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2010 with funding from
Boston Library Consortium IVIember Libraries
http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportstow1936fran
Town Officers
Moderator, Fred A. Pettee.
Town Clerk, Carroll F. Clark.
Selectmen, Leon Hoyt, Richard McKnight, Clarence C. Jones.
Treasurer, Carroll F. Clark.
Board of Education, Frances Smith, Forrest Nichols, Rhoda
Lemander.
Auditors, Frank W. Jones, Walter A. Donnell.
Highway Agent, Joseph H. Chandler.
Supervisors, Joseph H. Chandler, Arthur A. Miller, Rodney G.
Mills.
Overseer of Poor, Lillian G. Bixby.
Trustees of Trust Funds, Henry Miller, Rodney G. Mills, S.
Erma Jones.
Library Trustees, Fidelia Bixby, Henry B. Hill, Walter Brock-
way.
Town Warrant
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestoivn in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to
vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Fran-
cestown on Tuesday, the tenth day of March next, at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects
:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To hear the report of the budget committee and act thereon.
3. To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate for the expense of General Government,
4. To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate for the protection of persons and property.
5. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for the health department.
6. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for Highways and Bridges, including street lighting.
7. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for the support of the Library.
8. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for Public Welfare.
9. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for Patriotic Purposes.
10. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate for Public Service Enterprises.
11. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate to pay interest on borrowed sums.
12. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate for State and County Taxes.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money to purchase snow fences.
14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses, in an-
ticipation of taxes.
15. To see if the Town will vote to permit the use of Town Hall
free of charge by the school children, under supervision of the
teacher for all recreational or social activities at any time during
the school year, providing that such use does not interfere in any
way with renting the hall for other purposes.
16. To see if the Town will vote to buy a road machine and
truck snow plow, and borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay for
the same, or take any action relating thereto.
17. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors and Committees
heretofore chosen and take action on same.
18. To see if the Town will vote to increase the Town Hall ap-
propriation. One Hundred Dollars above the amount recommended
in the Budget, for the purpose of properly heating the Town Office,
and raise and appropriate a sufficient sum of money for the same,
or take any action relating thereto.
19. To transact any other business that may legally come before
said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this nineteenth day of February,










BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year,
February 1, 1936, to January 31, 1937, compared with Actual
Revenue and Expenditures of the Previous Year, February 1, 1935,





tion, town's share 1,749 63 1,750 37 74




State taxes 1,305 00 1,400 00 95 00
County taxes 1,855 50 2,000 00 144 50
Payments to School
districts 2,900 00 5,695 25 2,795 25
Total expenditures $15,681 92 $18,329 62 $2,647 70
Inventory
















Polls, number 216 at $2.00—Total poll taxes


































Amount of taxes to be committed to Collector,
including poll taxes and National Bank
Stock taxes $16,548 93'
Average rate per cent of taxation for all purposes $3 40-
Amount exempted to soldiers $44 50-
List of Appropriations
State Aid Construction
Comparative Statement of Appropriations and
Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ending Jan. 31, 1936
Statement of Tax Collector
Committed by selectmen $16,547 93
Extra taxes 28 00
Stock tax 1 00


















Clayton T. Upton, paid in New Boston
$2
$140
David H. Cochran, cleaning floor at Town
Hall
I. H. Vadney, wood for Town Hall
C. H. Hoag, services as janitor
F. H. Colburn Co., supplies






Richard McKnight, Jr., chemical refills
Victor L. White, repair on fire engine
Victor L. White, watching fire at Winslows
Victor L. White, brush fire near Winslows
A. J. Miller, cash paid acct. fire at Win-
slows
Antrim Fire Dept., acct. fire at Winslows
Bennington Fire Dept., acct. fire at
Winslows
Victor L. White, fire notices, permits
Richard McKnight, Jr., putting out fire
in Mrs. Carr's auto
Victor L. White, brush fire. West End
F. H. Colburn Co., storing fire engine and
supplies
A. E. Holt, supplies
Victor L. White, fire near Bennington
Richard McKnight, repairs on fire engine
Arthur H. Blanchard Co., parts for fire
engine
Bounties:
Leon Hoyt, cash paid for hedgehogs
C. C. Jones, cash paid for hedgehogs
Richard McKnight, cash paid for hedge-
hogs
Health Department:
Victor L. White, services as health officer
and express on water bottles $9 48




Carroll F. Clark, vital statistics $3 25
Street Lighting:
New Hampshire Power Co. $600 00
General Account:
Victor L. White, putting up signs
I. H. Vadney, bridge planks
Leon Hoyt, putting up signs
Victor L. White, labor on bridge
Donald Hoyt, cleaning up planks
Leon Hoyt, labor on bridge
C. C. Jones, cash paid for signs
D. Whiting & Sons, bridge planks
A. J. Miller, mowing and cleaning up
Common
J. H. Chandler, cutting bushes
Victor White, labor at dump
George Jones, labor at dump
Richard McKnight, Jr., labor at dump
George Jones, cleaning around hall, shed
Clarence C. Jones, labor at dump
O. A. Sutherland, making signs
Dr. S. Fraser, medical attention for Wm.
Basset, Jr.
S. E Huntington, repairs on Old Church
S. Perkins, postage on Ordinance notices
F. H. Colburn, supplies and use of truck
A, E. Holt, supplies
Leon E. Hoyt, shingles for Old Church
$656 56
Town Poor:
N. H. Relief Adm., 25% of rehef for Dec,
1934 $1 80
N. H. Relief Adm., 25% of Poor bill to
Jan. 31, 1935 17 88
A. E. Holt, supphes 213 90
L. M. Bixby, Jr., milk 36 50
F. H. Colburn Co., supplies 390 04
Dr. N. F. Cheever, medical attention 80 50
County of Hillsborough, Old Age asst. 204 00
J. F. Geoffrion, glasses for Mrs. E. Cilley 8 00
Merrimack Farmer's Exchange, seed for
town poor 7 21
14
$2
Lillian G. Bixby, postage, telephone on
relief 9 00
Francestown Elec. & Water Co., water for
Harry Smith and Oliver St. John 30 95




R. G. Mills, care town clock
C. F. Clark, auto permits
R. G. Mills, collector, cost of tax sales





Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
Chas. Patten, state treasurer, state tax
Thomas F. Sheehan, county tax
C. S. Vose, treas., balance 1934 school
appropriation
C. S. Vose, treas., overdraft, 1934 school
appropriation
C. S. Vose, treas., dog licenses













Deposited in Manchester Savings Bank
to cover amount of legacy $1,050 00





Hob & Nob Farm
Carl E. Cilley
Wm. Basset, Jr.






A. OHver St. John
C. P. Trufant, blacksmith
W. A. Creighton
George W. Putnam
Clayton D. Upton, expense

































George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library
1935-1936
1936
Feb. 1, cash in Amoskeag Savings Bank $1,000 00
Cash on hand 4 45
1935 Cash Receipts
37 00




Walter Priest Brockway 1
Albert Piper 1
Henry B. Hill 29
Newton Library 29
Mrs. Forrester Macdonald 71
Mrs. E. B. Hill 6
Mrs. C. K. Priest 1
Mrs. E. D. Place 6
Mrs. Peter Wiley 5
Mrs. H. G. Bourne 1
Ada Bixby 1
Mrs. B. Langmaid 7
Mrs. May Woodbury 1
Mary Bryant 8
Public Library Commission, State Aid 11
Katharine Birdsall 20
Purchased 74
(This does not include a large number of books
not received at the time of this report)
290
Number of books in Library Feb. 1, 1936 ^30








Cash on hand, Feb. 1, 1936 $4 45
Fines (Estimated) 8 00
Mary Manning Fund of $1000 30 00
Village Improvement Society Fund of
$1000 30 00





Financial Report of the Town of Francestownfor the Fiscal
Year Ending January 31, 1936
Assets
Cash:
In hands of treasurer ' $2,285 57
Accounts Due to the Town:
(a) Joint highway con-
struction accounts, un-





Total taxes committed to
collector, 1935, plus extra
tax $16,576 93
Less discounts and abate-
ments, 1935 18 80
Less uncollected, 1935 3,093 43
1. Property taxes, current year, actually
collected
2. Poll taxes, current year, actually col-
lected
3. National Bank stock taxes
Total of current year's collections
4. Property and poll taxes, previous
years, actually collected
5. Tax sales redeemed
$13,069 70
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
29. Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year $7,000 00
34. Refunds 116 30
36. Trust funds 400 00
Total Receipts other than Current
Revenue $7,516 30
Total Receipts from all Sources $28,114 77
Cash on hand February 1, 1935 1,069 67




1. Town officers' salaries $627 00
2. Town officers' expenses 209 83
3. Election and registration expenses 31 25
5. Expenses town hall and other town
buildings 135 05
Protection of Persons and Property:
6. Police department, including care of
tramps 20 65
7. Fire department, including forest fires 333 76
9. Bounties 67 80
Health:
11. Health department, including hospit-
als 11 43
12. Vital statistics 3 25
Highways and Bridges:
14. Winter highways 2,416 03
15. Town road aid (State aid on town roads) 532 08
16. Town maintenance 2,994 19
17. Street lighting and sprinkling 600 00
18. General expenses of highway depart-
ment, including watering troughs 656 56
Libraries:
19. Libraries 107 50
Charities:
20. Old age assistance 204 00
21. Town poor 870 78
22. County poor 130 12
28
Patriotic Purposes:
Schedule of Town Property
Description
1. Town Hall, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
2. Libraries, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
3. Police department, lands and buildings
Equipment
4. Fire department, lands and buildings
Equipment
5. Highway department, lands and buildings
Equipment
6. Town Histories, 56 at $5.00
9. Schools, lands and buildings
Equipment
10. All land and buildings acquired through Tax Col-
lectors' deeds, by support
11. All other property and equipment: Office equip.
Total
Value
Financial Report of the Treasurer of the Toivn
For the Fiscal Year Ending January 31, 1935
Receipts:
Balance in treasury Feb. 1, 1935 $1,069 67
R. G. Mills, Collector:
Collector tax list, 1933 10 37
Collector tax list, 1934 3,031 65
Collector tax list, 1935 13,436 70
Collector interest on 1934 tax list 18 61
Collector interest on 1935 tax list 38
Collector, H. S. Bailey tax claim 14 80
Collector, C. B. Patch tax claim 36 45
Collector, H. E. Smith tax claim 14 80
Milford Building and Loan tax claim, C. B.
Patch 31 40
Extra taxes 28 00
State Treasurer:




Reimbursements for Jan. relief
Reimbursements for Feb. relief
Reimbursements for Mar. relief
Reimbursements for Apr. relief
Reimbursements for May relief
Reimbursements for June relief
Reimbursements for July relief
Reimbursements for Aug. relief
Reimbursements for Sept. relief






C. F. Clark, clerk: auto tax 1935
C F. Clark, clerk: auto tax 1936
C. F. Clark, clerk: dog licenses 1935
Charles Hoag, rent Town Hall
R. E. Tetley, rent Town Hall
Oak Hill Grange, Town Hall, 2 yrs.
Pearl Abbott, rent Town Hall
Sale of 6 Town Histories
$43
Hillsborough County:
Keceived from County Relief
Francestown School District:
Overdraft
Charles F. Downs, Est., Trust Funds for
Downs, Epps, Carter and Willard
Total receipts
Payments by order of Selectmen
Balance in treasury Jan. 31, 1936
$130
Report of Town Clerk
Automobile permits, 1935:















Number dogs licensed 1935, 56
Amount collected $126 00
Whole number licensed 56 at 20c. $11 20
Dog tags 4 57
$9 12
SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICERS
Moderator Fred A. Pettee
Clerk Mrs. Lillian G. Bixby
Treasurer Charles S, Vose
Truant Officer Mrs. Frances H. Smith
School Board Mrs. Frances H. Smith
Forrest E. Nichols
Mrs. Rhoda W. Lemander
Superintendent Vernon S. Ames
Teachers for 1935-1936
Grammar Ronald E. Tetley
Primary Edith F. McLeod
SCHOOL CALENDAR
1935-1936:
January 6—March 20 11 weeks
April 6 to June 12 10 weeks
1936-1937:
September 9 to November 25 11 weeks
November 30 to December 23 4 weeks
January 4 to March 19 11 weeks
April 5 to June 11 10 weeks
36 weeks
Holidays: November 11, February 22, May 30
March vacation dates subject to change for weather and road
conditions.
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Financial Report of the Francestown School District
For the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1934
AND Ending June 30, 1935
Receipts
Income from local taxation raised by
selectmen or assessment required to
meet School Board's March 1934 budget
Overdraft
Dog tax
Rebate on Superintendent's excess salary
Received from all other sources
Total receipts from all sources














Ronald E. Tetley $1,000 00






Carl D. Abbott, 6 cords of wood





Water, Light and Janitor's Supplies
Paid:
N. H. Power Co., lights
West Disinfecting Co., supplies
Cheshire Chemical Co., supplies
Prancestown Electric & Water Co.
CD. Upton, supplies
A. E. Holt, supplies
F. H. Colburn & Co., supplies




Forrest E. Nichols $551 80
Carl D. Abbott 534 00
Arthur W. Lord 356 00
High School Tuitions
Paid:
Kimball Union Academy $73 84
Peterborough High School 1,330 66
Milford High School 59 47
New Boston High School 295 26
Other Special Activities
Paid:
Milton Bradley Co., balls $2 43










This is to certify that I have examined the accounts of Frances-
town School District and find them correctly cast and properly
vouched, with some exceptions.
Frank W. Jones, Auditor
The School Board take pleasure in reporting that last fall a piano
was presented to the school through the generosity of Rev. and
Mrs. Walter Priest Brockway. This gift is greatly appreciated.
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SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1936-1937
School District of Francestown
School Board's statement of amounts required to support pub-
lic schools and meet other statutory obligations of the district for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1936.






Other expenses of instruction
Janitor service
Fuel
Water, light, janitor's supplies
Minor repairs and expenses




Financial Report of the Treasurer of the Francestown
School District for the Year Ending June 30, 1935
Cash on hand June 30, 1934 (treasurer's
bank balance) $186 62
Received from selectmen, appropriations
for current year
Balance of previous appropriation
Dog tax
Received from state treasurer (State Aid)
From all other sources
Total amount available for fiscal year
Less school board orders paid
Balance on hand as of June 30, 1935






To THE School Board and Citizens of Francestown:
I respectfully submit my second annual report as Superintendent
of Schools.
Supervision
While a considerable portion of a superintendent's time is occu-
pied with administrative duties, his chief function is in the field
of supervising the work of teachers and pupils. Supervision is
accomplished in a variety of ways. By observation of the activi-
ties carried on in the school room during visits one gets a very good
general impression of the standards of instruction and of the atti-
tudes of the pupils toward the learning situation. The rate of
progress in each grade and subject is checked by comparison of
periodical reports from the teachers with certain standards of
progress. The proficiency of the pupils in the skills they are ac-
quiring and in the specific knowledge they are gaining is gauged
by a series of standardized tests such as was outlined in the annual
report a year ago. Another helpful source of information is con-
tact with parents; constructive criticism from this source is always
welcome, and without it one is apt to lose much of the personal
and human element that should always be a guiding factor in
supervision.
Teachers and Salaries
For the past several years it has been common knowledge that
many qualified teachers were unemployed. This is still true in the
high school field, except in Commercial and Domestic Arts sub-
jects, but the surplus of qualified teachers for the upper grades
has very nearly disappeared, and there is at the present time an
actual scarcity of primary grade teachers. At a recent conference
of superintendents the President of one of the Normal Schools
made a strong plea for us to send to the normal schools a larger
number of students to be trained for teaching.
During the depression salaries in general decreased and reached
their lowest point a year ago. Partial restoration of the reduc-
tions has been made in a large number of towns and cities this
year, so that the average salaries are somewhat higher and the
trend is toward further increases. This trend will of course be
greater as the surplus of teachers diminishes and disappears.
Cost of Textbooks
The question is sometimes asked why the cost of textbooks runs
so high each year. I have attempted an analysis of this cost.
Each child requires from ten to fourteen different books in his
progress through each grade, a total of 92 for the eight grades.
43
The cost of these is approximately $66, or an average of $8.25 per
grade. These books wear out or become obsolete in from four to
ten years, and the replacement cost on this basis is estimated at
$1.40 per pupil each year. Francestown has approximately 50
pupils in grades one to eight, so that the textbook replacement
would amount to $70 a year. The average actual expenditure
per pupil last year in New Hampshire was $1.19. In Francestown
the average actual expenditure for textbooks in the past four years
has been $1.35 per pupil. Each year a careful estimate is made of
the needs for the coming year, based upon the probable number
of pupils in each grade and the condition of the books on hand.
Many more textbooks are needed than we should try to provide
the coming year, since the cost would approach $175. We have
given $85 as an estimate reserving the remainder for the succeed-
ing year.
Health Program
See report of School Nurse following this report.
Repairs and Improvements
The Primary Room was much improved last summer by putting
up a new blackboard at the front of the room, moving the heater,
and painting the partition. The Grammar Room should be com-
pletely redecorated and provided with new window shades this
coming summer. These improvements are comparatively inex-
pensive. I should not care to recommend any major improve-
ments, for the great need in school facilities in Francestown is a
modern building.
Budget for 1936-1937
The Budget presented for next year shows total proposed ex-
penditures of nearly $400 less than last year's budget, but approxi-
mately the same amount as the current year's actual expenditures.
Reductions of nearly $600 in estimated High School Tuition and
$100 in estimated cost of Transportation are partly offset by addi-
tions of $250 for Teachers' Salaries including a Music Teacher,
$20 for Other Expenses of Instruction, and $50 for Insurance.
We shall have a substantial balance at the end of the current
year, so that $500 can be applied to a reduction of the appropria-
tion for next year.
State Aid
It was pointed out in the Superintendent's Report last year
that the district owed the state an accumulated balance of $606.55
of unexpended State Aid money. Last year's budget was approved
for an allotment of $513.81, to apply on the current year's expenses,
and you accepted and received that sum instead of applying it to
44
a reduction of the balance due the state. This accounts very
largely for the large cash balance we shall have at the close of the
current year.
The approval of the budget for the current year carries with it
an allotment of $507.73, but the State Board has deducted from
that one-half of the balance due the State Board (which has been
increased by adjustment of last year's account to $699.86) so that




Wilton, New Hampshire, February 12, 1936
45
STATISTICS FOR SCHOOL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1935
Attending School in Francestown: Boys 26; Girls 29; Total 55.






The routine inspection of each pupil's scalp, teeth, throat, skin,
posture and general hygiene began with the opening of the school
year. The general appearance of the children does not indicate
suffering for lack of food. There are always a few who need
special food. The hot lunch furnished by the ladies of the com-
munity has been most successful. The Growth and Weight Chart
with the periodic weighing and measuring furnishes a strong de-
sire to practice rules which are simple but most important for
health and normal growth.
A very successful dental clinic was conducted by Dr. Grimes in
November. The pupils who took advantage of this opportunity
received 100 per cent dental certificates.
I wish to thank the School Board and local officials for their
splendid cooperation.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret E. Harris, R.N.





Defective Teeth 7 17
Diseased Tonsils 4 2
Defective Breathing 1
Cases of Communicable Diseases:
Chicken pox 1 Measles 26
Pediculosis 5 Skin diseases 5
Number vaccinated 47; Unvaccinated 3
Diphtheria toxin-antitoxin: Number pupils immunized 3.
Hearing Test: April 1935 Number treated 37
Toxoid May 1935 Number treated 3
Dental November 1935 Number treated 17
School visits: 31
Home Visits to instruct parents and follow up defects: 28.
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